THE PROCESS, FORM AND SUBSTANCE OF POE1KY

act of inspiration. If there is any purpose of any
kind, it also comes by and in the process of inspi-
ration. He can criticise himself and the work; he
can see whether it was a wrong or an inferior move-
ment, he does not set about correcting it by any
intellectual method but waits for the true thing to
come in its place. He cannot always account to the
logical intellect for what he has done; he feels or
intuits, and the reader or critic has to do the same.
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The Two Parts of the Poetic Creator

YES, your poem is forcible enough, but the quality is
rather rhetorical than poetic. Only at the end there
are two lines which are very fine poetry :

Gay singing birds caught in a ring of fire
and

A silent scorn that sears Eternity,

If you could not write the whole in that strain

which would have made it epic almost in pitch, it

.is, I think, because your indignation was largely

mental and moral, the emotion though very strong
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